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Kodiak Regional Child Abuse Conference   

“Keeping Our Children Safe”  November 12-13, 2009  

Summary 

 

About the Conference: The Native Village of Afognak, Sun’aq Tribe of Kodiak, and the Kodiak Area 
Native Association partnered to plan and sponsor an  informational conference to Kodiak residents on the 
effects child abuse has on the individual, family and community and what services are available.  

Conference Outcomes: The goal of the conference was to raise awareness and educate the community about 
child maltreatment in our region including the signs and symptoms, local resources, and increase prevention 
efforts.   

Participants: We had 101 participants attend the conference.  There were approximately 87attendees at the 
Community Banquet sponsored by the Sun’aq Tribe of Kodiak on November 12th.  

 

An Alutiiq oil 
lamp was lit at 
the beginning 

of the 
conference by 
Kodiak Elder 

Julie Knagin & 
Alice Aga from 

Larsen Bay. 
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Keynote: Tammy Sandoval, Director of the Office of Children’s Services, gave the keynote address.  She has 
overall responsibility for the administration of the agency, including Field Operations, Policy and Program, and 
Prevention. Tammy shared the new Native Foster Parent public service announcement produced by OCS that 
is starting to air.  Other information included coordinating service within the community with the State to 
support families.  OCS’s emphasis has shifted from investigation to family support.  
 
Guest Speaker: Diane Payne, Justice for Native Children Consultant, has been involved with services to 
Tribes relating to response to child abuse and child sexual abuse for most of the last 30 years. She envisioned 
and led the development of the Pathway to Hope:  Healing Child Sexual Abuse video and Community Facilitator 
Guidebook and co-trains Tribal community members in the effective use of these tools to end silence about child 
sexual abuse. She taught mandated reporting, recognizing the signs of child maltreatment, as well as led small 
group activities.  

Guest Speakers: Gordon & Pam Games from the Skokomish & Colville Tribes were our guest speakers.  
They provide Native American perspectives into healthy, loving relationships and focus on improving personal 
relationships & becoming healed in a holistic way, through body, mind, spirit, and community. Gordon & Pam 
motivated the participants with interactive and inspirational activities.  
 
Moderators: Frank Peterson, Jr., Program Director for Sun’aq Tribe of Kodiak, along with Cindy 
Harrington, Director of Child Services with KANA, were moderators during the conference.  Frank having 
lived in several villages on Kodiak Island and his past work experience with KANA, as a police officer in 
Kodiak, his service in the National Guard, and finally his role as a tribal leader all contribute to his innate ability 
to make everyone feel relaxed. Cindy, although new in her role as Director of Child Services at KANA, her 
experience spans many years on program development and services that focus on children and family services.  
Her skill in building partners and establishing initiatives are an asset to our region.  
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Local Agencies: Kodiak’s community partnerships are strong and play a vital role in our joint efforts to 
provide meaningful services that are sensitive to the many cultures on the island.  For this conference we had a 
large number of agencies and organizations involved they include:  Native Village of Afognak, Sun’aq Tribe of 
Kodiak, Kodiak Area Native Association, Kodiak Island Housing Authority, Kodiak Island Borough School 
District, Office of Children’s Services, Kodiak Head Start, Girl Scouts, Discovery Cove, Providence Kodiak 
Island Counseling Center, Kodiak Women’s Resource and Crisis Center, Hearts Growing Toward Wellness, 
Kodiak Baptist Mission, Department of Labor Workforce Development, Infant Learning Program, Head Start 
RuralCap, and Parent’s As Teachers.  

Staff / Volunteers: Without the dedication and hard work of the agency staff and volunteers the conference 
would not have been such a success. Kodiak is a community of caring individuals as evident by the conference 
and banquet turnout.  Quyanna to all those that assisted in making this conference possible! 

Planning Committee: The idea for this conference began in August and on September 2nd NVA hosted its 
first planning session. The primary planners included staff from NVA, Sun’aq, and KANA. Other agencies that 
assisted with during the planning phases were KIHA, OCS, and PKICC. We look forward to partnering for 
future conferences.  
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~"Seek the wisdom of the ages, but look at the world through the eyes of a child."~~ Ron Wild 
 

 

~Children are poor men’s riches.  ~English Proverb 
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Community Banquet November 12th 

Sponsored by Sun’aq Tribe of Kodiak 

 

 

Banquet: Approximately 87 community members gathered at the Community Banquet sponsored by the 
Sun’aq Tribe of Kodiak.  Guest speakers Pam & Gordon James led participants in activities to enhance a 
community approach to preventing child abuse and strengthening families.  

The food was great, the facility awesome, and door prizes were abundant! 

Quyanna to the staff that helped to plan the banquet as well as to Office of Children Services, Law Office of 
Steve Gray, and KANA for donating such wonderful door prizes! 

 ~Children are like wet cement.  Whatever falls on them makes an impression. ~Dr. Haim Ginot 
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~Let us put our minds together and see what life we can make for our children. ~Sitting Bull 
 

 

~Our greatest natural resource is the minds of our children.~Walt Disney 
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Day 1 Agenda November 12th:  

Welcome & Lighting of Lamp, Julie Knagin, ELDER  
Introductions, Frank Peterson, Jr. & Cindy Harrington, MODERATORS 
Keynote Guest Speaker Tammy Sandoval, Office of Children Services 
Mandated Reporting & Recognizing Child Abuse, Diane Payne 
 
AGENCY PRESENTATIONS / LOCAL RESOURCES   
Kodiak Baptist Mission, Kelli Foreman 
Kodiak Job Services Work Services, Sheila Wallace  
Discovery Cove, Ken McCarty 
KANA ICWA / Foster Care, Lureta Whitewing-Porter 
Providence Kodiak Island Counseling Center, Melanie Nelson  
“Umbrella of Safety” , Judy Simeonoff’ 
Small Group Activity & Debriefing ,  Diane Payne 

Day 2 Agenda November 13th:  
Welcome, Frank Peterson & Cindy Harrington, MODERATORS 
Group Energizer, Pam & Gordon James 
 “How Little Otter Found His Power”, Guest Speaker, Diane Payne 
Office of Children Services Kodiak,   Mary Gray 
Healthy Relationships, Pam & Gordon James   
 
LOCAL RESOURCES FOR PARENTS  
KANA Infant Learning Program , Nancy Wells  
Kodiak Head Start, Kim Salomon 
Group Energizer, Pam & Gordon James  
Kodiak Women’s Resource & Crisis Center, Angela Bowling   
Parents As Teachers / RuralCap, Todd Hailey  
Kodiak Island Housing Authority, Julie Hill 
Parenting /Coping Skills, Pam & Gordon James  
KANA Behavioral Health Services, Cisco Penamora  
Hearts Growing Towards Wellness, Linda Ross 

 

 

FUTURE CONFERENCE SPRING 2010 

 

Quyanaa to our Elders for participating!  
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CONFERENCE  EVALUATION SUMMARY /    33 Responses  
Did the information that was presented meet your needs?  Yes   30 Somewhat   3 No    0 
Was the conference format / agenda appropriate?  Yes   31 Somewhat   2 No    0 
Was the length of the training adequate?  Yes   27 Somewhat   6 No    0 
Will you be able to apply the information, concepts, ideas, tec., 
from this conference to your home community, work, or in your 
life?  

Yes   33 Somewhat   0 No    0 

Please rate the following on a scale of 1 – 6, with ‘6’ being excellent. 
                                                                                                                     Poor                                                                  Excellent 
Overall, how would you rate the conference?  1 0 2  0 3  0 4  5 5  6 6  22 
The design of the conference?  1 0 2  0 3  2 4  8 5  6 6  17 
The conference materials / handouts?  1 0 2  0 3  1 4  7 5  8 6  17 
The conference topics?  1 0 2  0 3  0 4  3 5  4 6  26 
Friendliness / helpfulness of staff / partnering agency 
members 

1 0 2  0 3  0 4  2 5  2 6  28 

Conference location / facility adequate?  1 0 2  1 3  0 4  3 5  9 6  20 
Facility  

Please rate the following on a scale of 1 – 6, with ‘6’ being excellent. 
                                                                                                                    Poor                                                                  Excellent 
Meeting Space?  1 0 2  0 3  0 4  5 5  7 6  20 
The Food?  1 0 2  1 3  1 4  4 5  6 6  20 
Banquet?  1 0 2  0 3  1 4  4 5  2 6  19 
Air travel & hotel accommodations for Village Reps? 1 0 2  0 3  0 4  1 5  1 6  5 

Training Awareness  
How did you hear about this conference?   Village Rep  1        Media 2            Newsletter   3      Other 25 
Do you have any suggestions on this or future Child Abuse Prevention Conferences? 
 
• Great Food  
• Just more – more advertising your ad in paper was 

small 
• Invite more public members.  
• Place an ad / invitation in newspaper & Radio 
• Invite people that have become well to share their 

story 
• Topic: Favortism in families 
• Excellent – good opportunity for networking  
• A “parent  fair” well advertise flyers in Public 

Assistance office / WIC newsletter / in checks  
• Safe Homes, rules for a safe home. Discussion on 

how do we in a village say this is a safe home & 
how will it work if people in the home drink / use 
drugs.  

• Would be nice if Providence Kodiak Is. Hospital sent 
a rep.  

• Would like to  have had more time with trainers, 
Pam & Gordon, active, engaging activities 

• We are going to need more SPACE!  
• Invite Law Enforcement, they need to be present 

• Make hand out at three levels: signs of different 
types of abuse; show what agencies can help / 
contact info; resource listing.  

• Make a website for all agencies to go at time of need 
to find out who can help with what.  

• Keep trainings like this going, publicize that child 
abuse will not be tolerated in our community!  

• Involve the youth or have this conference just with 
the youth.  

• Need more room /Gwen, Frank, Cindy & Presenters 
did great job.  

• The topic of discussion at the banquet was not 
appropriate for children’s ears, if I would have known 
it I would not have brought my children.  

• 30 minutes too long to wrap up.  
• Make the dinner on the second day.  
• Would like to see more community reps Mayor, USCG 

commands involved.  Law Enforcement, court system, 
DJJ, and adult probation to be involved as well.  

• Would like to see high schoolers and even middle 
schoolers involved.  
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• More substance for people who have a lot of 
experience and training.  

• Develop plans with folks so they get the ideas of 
ACTION PLANS.  

• Do section for youth – gang violence, relationships, 
date rape  / violence, respect.  

• All the speakers were AWESOME!  
• More time, 3 days instead of only 2  
• More activities that allow folks to stand up and 

move.   
• Invite Pam & Gordon back.  
• Maybe send villagers in a day or 2 earlier for bad 

weather sake.  
• Sticking to agenda / time wise was EXCELLENT!  
• Longer couple more days.  
• Thank you to all of you who put this together!  
• Better seating / comfort  
• Have more opportunity for guided networking 

between community groups so we can utilize each 
other to reach more people.  

• Make sure the “motivational speakers” focus on 
the topic.  It seemed like I was at a couples retreat 
at times. 

• Did not like the venue, too crowded. View of 
powerpoint was blocked by pole.  

• Native entities sponsored the conference open up 
each day with an Alutiiq prayer, bless the banquet 
food in Alutiiq.  Invite local people to speak that 
actually got well / recovered from abuse, alcohol, 
drugs, inspirational testimonies & strategies that 
worked and/or influenced their survival story.   

• Would’ve liked it if the James’ book/s were available 
for sale.  

• Really enjoyed the James’ keynote Gift talk  
• Have a youth rep from each village and Kodiak to 

attend.  
• Thank you very much!  
• Also enjoyed all of the friends and colleagues who 

attended. Good Job!  
• Provide more hand outs. 
• Will there be more conferences closer together?  
• Great turn out. Loved all the many agencies who 

were here.  We do need to work together if we are 
going to have an impact!  
 

 

~There are two lasting bequests we can hope to give our children:  One of these is roots.   
The other, wings.~     Hodding Carter, Jr.  
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~”The test of the morality of a society is what it does for its children." ~ 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
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Participant List / Contact Information 

1. Julie Knagin  NVA  115 Mill Bay Rd, Suite 201 

2. Melissa Borton NVA  Melissa@afognak.org  

3. Rachel Kane  NVA  “  “/ rachel@afognak.org  

4. Denise Malutin  NVA  “  “ / denise@afognak.org  

5. Arlene Nelson  NVA  1521 Selief Lane  

6. Kathy Johnson  Sun’aq Head Start 312 W. Marine Way 

7. Frank Peterson, Jr.  Sun’aq Tribe “  “ / stkprograms@ak.net  

8. Bob Polasky  Sun’aq Tribe  “  “  

9. Trish Cox  Sun’aq Tribe  “  “  

10. Linda Resoff  Sun’aq Tribe “  “ / social_services@gci.net  

11. Emily Capjohn  Sun’aq Tribe  “  “  

12. Aksana Mather  Sun’aq Tribe “  “ /  amather@ak.net  

13. JJ Marsh  KANA  “  “/ Jeannine.marsh@kanaweb.org    

14. Joanne Quass  KANA “  “ 

15. Jennifer Moe  KANA “  “/ Jennifer.moe@kanaweb.org  

16. Meagan Mickelson  KANA  “  “ 

17. Iver Malutin  KANA  “  “ 

18. Lureta Porter KANA “  “/ Lureta.porter@kanaweb.org  

19. Karen Millstein KANA “  “/ karen.millstein@kanaweb.org     

20. Manuela Ernst KANA  “  “ 

21. Cisco Penamora KANA  “  “ /  cisco.penamora@kanaweb.org  

22. K.C. McDonald KANA  “  “ 

23. Kathy Nussbaum KANA  Box 8981 

24. Andy Teuber  KANA  3449 East Rezanof Dr. 

25. Cindy Harrington  KANA  “  “ /  Cindy.Harrington@kanaweb.org  

mailto:Melissa@afognak.org�
mailto:rachel@afognak.org�
mailto:denise@afognak.org�
mailto:stkprograms@ak.net�
mailto:social_services@gci.net�
mailto:amather@ak.net�
mailto:Jeannine.marsh@kanaweb.org�
mailto:Jennifer.moe@kanaweb.org�
mailto:Lureta.porter@kanaweb.org�
mailto:karen.millstein@kanaweb.org�
mailto:cisco.penamora@kanaweb.org�
mailto:Cindy.Harrington@kanaweb.org�
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26. Nancy Wells  KANA  “  “/ nancy.nelson@kanaweb.org  

27. Amanda Sanford  KANA  “  “ / Amanda.sanford@kanaweb.org  

28. Nancy Nelson  KANA  Nancy.nelson@kanaweb.org  

29. Gale Boskofsky  KANA / Ouzinkie  “  “ 

30. Kelli Forman  Kodiak Baptist Mission 1944 Rezanof Dr / 
publiced@kodiakbaptistmission.org  

31. Anne Jones  Kodiak Baptist Mission  “  “ 

32. Stephen Foreman  KIBSD  722 Mill Bay Rd.  

33. Ted Nussbaum KIBSD “  “/ tnussbaun01@kodiakschools.org  

34. Amy Sundheim  KIBSD “  “ 

35. Kate Korrow  KIBSD “  “ 

36. Cat McKelvey KIBSD  “  “ 

37. Sara Bruce  KIBSD “  “ 

38. Nancy Moon  KIBSD “  “ 

39. Steve Doerksen  KIBSD “  “ / sdoerksen01@kodiakschools.org  

40. Heather Martens  KIBSD “  “ 

41. Martha Helms  Learning Café 115 Mill Bay Rd. /mhelms03@kodiakschools.org  

42. Elylia Grons  Learning Café  “  “ 

43. Julie Hill  KIHA 3137 Mill Bay Rd./  julieh@kiha.org  

44. Shayla Lee  KIHA “  “ 

45. Nick Sandin  KIHA “  “ 

46. Brittany Suralta KIHA “  “ /brittanys@kiha.org  

47. Paul McFarland KIHA “  “ 

48. Todd Hailey  Kod Parents As Teachers 1141 B Mill Bay Rd/ patkodiakfv@ruralcap.com  

49. Anjie  Asprias  Kod Parents As Teachers “  “ / aaspiras@live.com  

50. Sally Pollard WIC 3449 East Rezanof/ sally.pollard@kanaweb.org  

mailto:nancy.nelson@kanaweb.org�
mailto:Amanda.sanford@kanaweb.org�
mailto:Nancy.nelson@kanaweb.org�
mailto:publiced@kodiakbaptistmission.org�
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51. Mary Donaldson Kod Head Start 419 Hillside Dr./donaldsonhome@acsalaska.net  

52. Kim Salomon Kod Head Start “  “ / Kodiak@ruralcap.com  

53. Crystal Nixon Kod Head Start “  “  

54. Bobbi Nixon  Kod Head Start “  “  

55. LaDonna Gil Kod Head Start  “  “  

56. Emma Gonzales Kod Head Start “  “  

57. Beth Streifel  Kod Head Start “  “  

58. Lanie Serame Kod Head Start “  “ / Kodiak@ruralcap.com  

59. Linda Ross  Native New Life  1124 Baranof / aross@gci.net  

60. Alan Ross  Native New Life  “  “ 

61. Edith Stone  KWRCC 422 Hillside  

62. Angela Bowling  KWRCC “  “ 

63. Lydia Olsen  KWRCC  “  “ 

64. Mary Gray  OCS  316 Mission Rd Suite 216 

65. Tammy Sandoval  OCS Tammy.sandoval@alaska.gov  

66. Debbra Washington  OCS 316 Mission Rd Suite 216 

67. Sonia Clary  Girl Scouts  2042 B. 
Aviation/mausconbluecurls@yahoo.com  

68. Sheila Wallace  Dept of Labor  309 Center St.  

69. Maureen Butler Dept of Labor  “  “ 

70. Susan Killary  Prov Kod Is Counseling Cntr 717 Rezanof Dr. 

71. Melanie Nelson  Prov Kod Is Counseling Cntr “  “ 

72. Ken McCarty  Discovery Cove Counseling  2975 Mill Bay Rd  

73. Vanessa Bryant  USCG Family Resources Box 195022/Vanessa.d.bryant@uscg.mil  

74. Kathleen Carlsen  Dept of Juvenile Justice  204 Mission Rd., Rm. 131 

75. Fru Finn Saint Mary’s School  2932 Mill Bay Rd.  

mailto:Dr./donaldsonhome@acsalaska.net�
mailto:Kodiak@ruralcap.com�
mailto:Kodiak@ruralcap.com�
mailto:aross@gci.net�
mailto:Tammy.sandoval@alaska.gov�
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76. Kitty Deal  Kod Community College  117 Benny Benson  

77. Father Ioasaph  VILLAGE REP  / Akhiok  Box 5076 /monkioasaph@hotmail.com  

78. Judy Simeonoff  VILLAGE REP / Akhiok  Box 5008/jsimeonoff@kanaweb.org  

79. James Casey  VILLAGE REP / Old Harbor  Box 2 /jcasey01@kodiakschools.org  

80. Kathleen Peterson  VILLAGE REP/ Old Harbor  Box 62/ k.p.2007@hotmail.com  

81. Alice Aga  VILLAGE REP / Larsen Bay  Box 50/ the4agas@yahoo.com  

82. Mary Nelson  VILLAGE REP/ Larsen Bay  Box 50/ larsenbaytribe@gmail.com  

83. Melody Anderson  VILLAGE REP / Ouzinkie  sugpiat@gmail.com  

84. Shelly Johnson  VILALGE REP / Ouznikie  icwa@ouzinkie.org  

85. Geraldine Watson  Old Harbor Tribe / Kodiak  Box 3077 

86. Eric Olsen   Box 513 

87. Mark Elie   

88. Jason Tandle  12834 Middle Bay Drive  

89. Author Skonberg   3400 Ed’s  Way  

90. Nancy Skonberg  3400 Ed’s Way  

91. Ann Marie Narog   3720 Gull Drive 

92. Ada Coyle   1225 Purtov St Apt A/ adacoyle@hotmail.com  

93. Fred Coyle  Kod Elders Council  olgabay@alaska.net 

94. Rosie Skonberg    

95. Harold Skonberg    

96. Florence Pestrikoff   Florence_0012@hotmail.com  

97. Teresa Stutes  Foster Parent 1949 Mission Rd #6 /terrie6@hotmail.com  

98. Pam James  Presenter  C2c@hctc.com  

99. Gordon James  Presenter   

100. Diane Payne  Presenter   

101. Sam Friedman  Kodiak Daily Mirror  1711 Mill Bay Rd. #S 
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